
This year, Roots will explore lectionary readings that 
help us see and understand the overarching big story 
of the Bible, and how it all points to Jesus. Managing 
Director Melanie Cave explains more.

Over the past few months, I’ve had some 
interesting conversations with Roots 
subscribers about teaching the Bible 
through the lectionary. Recently a minister 
told me how, although it was not part of his 
church tradition, he’d stumbled across the 
lectionary in his thirties and he continues to 
follow it twenty years later. He loved that it 
forced him to face the difficult passages in 
the Bible. He embraced the discipline that 
he couldn’t get away with just preaching 
from his favourite passages. He had to 
regularly face and preach on some of the 
uncomfortable teachings of Jesus.

I’ve also discussed the challenges of the 
lectionary with children’s leaders: some 
of the passages are rather difficult to 
teach to children – not that Roots has ever 
shied away from it – but when the Gospel 
passages are not stories and are more 
conceptual, it can be harder for children to 
grasp. One leader reflected that ‘while the 
focus on Jesus in the Gospels is good, for 
the children who do come regularly, we end 
up doing the same stories again and again, 
and children don’t know about Noah, Daniel 
and Moses because we haven’t focused on 
the Old Testament.’

Another youth leader reflected how she 
loved exploring the Bible with teenagers 
who had started reading it for themselves. 
She relished their challenging questions 
(Why did God make circumcision the sign of 

the covenant, if it was a sign that only half 

the population could potentially participate 

in?) and how their questions caused her to 
read and study more herself. She wondered 
how to help these teenagers to understand 
more about God’s big plan for humanity as it 
is revealed through the Old Testament. 

Our journey through the  
lectionary 2023-24



Our journey through the lectionary continued

Ordinary Time: Tracks one and two
Although many churches focus on the Gospel readings, 
the lectionary encourages us to study and grapple with the  
Old Testament – so this year Roots will spend some of the  
year exploring Old Testament readings. Every week there is 
both an Old Testament reading and a Psalm in addition to  
the Gospel and Epistle. For the Sundays after Pentecost  
(Ordinary Time) the RCL offers two tracks of readings from the 
Hebrew Scriptures. The semi-continuous readings (track one) 
cover important narrative themes from the Old Testament, 
and are not obviously related to the New Testament readings; 
this track encourages us to lean into the Hebrew Scriptures 
for their own sake, expecting God to speak as much through 
those stories as through the life and words of Jesus. 

The complementary readings (track two) are chosen for their 
relationship to the Gospel reading for the day. Behind both 
tracks is the conviction that all of Scripture is to be understood 
in light of the revelation of Jesus Christ. The words and 
actions of Jesus make sense in the context of the narrative 
and themes of the Old Testament. Outside of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the other readings are consistent between both 
tracks one and two. 

As we journey through the year, we’ll sometimes use  
the semi-continuous (track one) readings to explore the  
Old Testament. At other times we’ll explore narrative themes  
in readings from track two, that complement the Gospel 
reading for that Sunday. On the weeks when we’re using track 
one, we’ve listed the readings in blue on our planner – which 
you’ll find at rootsforchurches.com/yearplanner.

From Epiphany to Holy Week we will 
explore God’s covenant with creation, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses and the new covenant prophecied in Jeremiah 
that God wants to write on our hearts. In all of these 
passages, although we are not looking directly at Jesus, 
we find that the Hebrew Bible points us to Jesus. We see 
God’s intention: to work with humans, and – although his 
human partners failed many times – ultimately, in Jesus, 
God’s promises and plans for humanity are fulfilled. 
What an incredible lead-up to Easter!

Between Easter and Pentecost we 
dig into the foundations of the Early Church through 
the book of Acts. And then after Pentecost, we’ll head 
back to pick up the themes of covenant, kingship 
and messiah as we follow the life of King David. 
We’ll meditate on true wisdom for life in James and 
Proverbs, and then more wisdom as we explore God’s 
rescue in Esther, God’s presence in suffering in Job, 
and God’s faithfulness in Ruth, coming back to the 
Gospels in Advent.
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7 World Health Day

13 Grand National

21 London Marathon

22  Earth Day 

22  Stephen Lawrence Day

Revised Common Lectionary Year B with Common Worship variations

As you journey through the year, weave sacred and secular 
together. Mark special Sundays and use commemorations 
to highlight global issues, our stewardship of the earth, 
cultural and sporting events, and significant moments in our 
communities’ and individuals’ lives.

14 February 
Valentine’s Day

14 February  
Ash Wednesday

25 December  
Christmas Day

30 November 
St Andrew’s Day

19 May

23 April  
St George’s Day

31 March   
Easter Sunday

3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 25 December 31 December 7 January

Advent 1 Advent 2 Advent 3 Advent 4 Christmas Day Christmas 1* Baptism of  
the Lord

Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Mark 13:24-37 

Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a

Mark 1:1-8

Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11
Psalm 126 or  

Luke 1:46b-55
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

John 1:6-8,19-28 

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Luke 1:46b-55 or  

Psalm 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14,(15-20)

Isaiah 61:10–62:3
Psalm 148

Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

this info hasnt changed

21 April 28 April 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 May 2 June 9 June

Easter 4 Easter 5 Easter 6 Easter 7 Pentecost Trinity Sunday Proper 4 
Ordinary 9 / Trinity 1

Proper 5 
Ordinary 10 / Trinity 2

Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

Acts 1:15-17,21-26 
Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Acts 2:1-21 or  
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 104:24-34,35b
Romans 8:22-27 or  

Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27;16:4b-15

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

1 Samuel 3:1-10,(11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18

2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23–3:6

1 Samuel 8:4-11, 
(12-15),16-20,(11:14-15) 

Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1

Mark 3:2035

3 March 10 March 17 March 24 March 31 March 7 April 14 April

Lent 3 Lent 4 Lent 5 Palm Sunday Easter Day Easter 2 Easter 3

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3,17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 or  
Psalm 119:9-16

Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29
Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 11:1-11 

Acts 10:34-43 or  
Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or  

Mark 16:1-8

Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133

1 John 1:1–2:2
John 20:19-31

Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

16 June 23 June 30 June 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 July 4 August

Proper 6  
Ordinary 11 / Trinity 3

Proper 7  
Ordinary 12 / Trinity 4

Proper 8  
Ordinary 13 / Trinity 5

Proper 9  
Ordinary 14 / Trinity 6

Proper 10  
Ordinary 15 / Trinity 7

Proper 11  
Ordinary 16 / Trinity 8

Proper 12  
Ordinary 17 / Trinity 9

Proper 13  
Ordinary 18 / Trinity 10

1 Samuel 15:34–16:13 
Psalm 20

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 
(11-13),14-17

Mark 4:26-34

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 
19-23),32-49 or  

1 Samuel  
17:57–18:5,10-16 

Psalm 9:9-20 or 133
2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Mark 4:35-41

2 Samuel 1:1,17-27 
Psalm 130

2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10
Psalm 48

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19
Psalm 24

Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:20-37

Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34,53-56

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14

Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

2 Samuel 11:26–12:13a
Psalm 51:1-12

Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

11 August 18 August 25 August 1 September 8 September 15 September 22 September 29 September

Proper 14  
Ordinary 19 / Trinity 11

Proper 15  
Ordinary 20 / Trinity 12

Proper 16  
Ordinary 21 / Trinity 13

Proper 17  
Ordinary 22 / Trinity 14

Proper 18  
Ordinary 23 / Trinity 15

Proper 19  
Ordinary 24 / Trinity 16

Proper 20  
Ordinary 25 / Trinity 17

Proper 21  
Ordinary 26 / Trinity 18

2 Samuel  
18:5-9,15,31-33

Psalm 130
Ephesians 4:25–5:2

John 6:35,41-51

1 Kings 2:10-12;3:3-14
Psalm 111

Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 
22-30,41-43

Psalm 84
Ephesians 6:10-20

John 6:56-69

Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-9 
Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10,(11-13), 
14-17

Mark 7:24-37

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116.1-9 
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13–4:3,7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 
9:20-22

Psalm 124
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

6 October 13 October 20 October 27 October 3 November 10 November 17 November 24 November

Proper 22 
Ordinary 27 / Trinity 19

Proper 23  
Ordinary 28 / Trinity 20

Proper 24 
Ordinary 29 / Trinity 21

Proper 25  
Ord 30 / Last after Trinity

Proper 26 
Ord 31 / 4th before Advent*

Proper 27  
Ord 32 / 3rd before Advent*

Proper 28 
Ord 33 / 2nd before Advent*

Christ the King  
Sunday before Advent

Job 1:1,2:1-10
Psalm 26

Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

Job 23:1-9,16-17
Psalm 22:1-15

Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

Job 38:1-7,(34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9,24,35c

Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

Job 42:1-6,10-17
Psalm 34:1-8,(19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28

Mark 10:46-52

Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146

Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

Ruth 3:1-5;4:13-17
Psalm 127

Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14, 

(15-18),19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Daniel 7.9-10,13-14
Psalm 93

Revelation 1.4b-8
John 18.33-37

14 January 21 January 28 January 4 February 11 February 18 February 25 February
Epiphany 2* 

Ordinary 2
Epiphany 3* 

Ordinary 3
Epiphany 4* 

Ordinary 4
Epiphany 5* 

Ordinary 5
Transfiguration Lent 1 Lent 2

1 Samuel 3:1-10,(11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18

1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Jonah 3:1-5,10
Psalm 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Candlemas 2 February*

Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11,20c

1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

Genesis 17:1-7,15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38 or  

Mark 9:2-9

1  Creation Time begins

8  Education Sunday

9  Fairtrade Fortnight begins

22  Peace Sunday

27   Macmillan Coffee Morning

*Common Worship 
Christmas 1 (31 Dec) 

Luke 2:15-21
Epiphany 2 (14 Jan) 

Revelation 5:1-10
Epiphany 3 (21 Jan) 

Genesis 14:17-20 
Psalm 128 

Revelation 19:6-10 
John 2:1-11 

Epiphany 4 (28 Jan) 
Revelation 12:1-5a

Candlemas (2 Feb) 
Malachi 3:1-5 

Psalm 24:(1-6),7-10 
Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40
2nd before Lent (4 Feb) 

Proverbs 8:1,22-31 
Psalm 104:26-37 

Colossians 1:15-20 
John 1:1-14

 All Saints (1 Nov) 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9  

or Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44

4th before Advent (3 Nov) 
Deuteronomy 1:6-9 

Psalm 119:1-8
3rd before Advent (10 Nov) 

Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Psalm 62:5-12 

Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 1:14-20

2nd before Advent (17 Nov) 
Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 16

Our journey through 2023-24

7   Methodist Covenant Sunday

18-25  Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity

25   Burns Night

27   Holocaust Memorial Day

26-28   RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

January

2 Candlemas

10 Chinese New Year

11   Racial Justice Sunday

22  World Thinking Day

February

7  World Book Day

8   International Women’s Day

10  Mothering Sunday 

11  Commonwealth Day

22  World Water Day

31  British Summer Time begins

March

April

May

Pride Month 
Month of prayer for toddler groups

5   World Environment Day

16  Father’s Day

17-23 Refugee Week

22   Windrush Day

29  Tour de France begins

June

26   Olympics 
begin, Paris 

July

22-25   Greenbelt Festival

August

September

1    All Saints
5 Guy Fawkes Night
10 Remembrance Sunday
15 Children in Need

November

1  World AIDS Day

10   Human Rights Day

December

Black History Month

3   National Poetry Day

10   World Mental Health Day

27  British Summer Time ends

October

1 March  
St David’s Day

17 March   
St Patrick’s Day

ROOTS is an ecumenical, not-for-profit partnership of denominations and other Christian organisations

Each week the ROOTS resources focus on the lectionary readings 
marked in bold on this planner. Readings in blue show where we are 
using semi-continuous (track one) readings. For more information, 
see the back of this planner or visit rootsforchurches.com/lectionary
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All Saints 1 November*

Behind both tracks  
is the conviction that 
all of Scripture is to 
be understood in 
light of the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.


