
Wait and see
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
Jesus tells parables that seek to convey what the kingdom of 
heaven is ‘like’ or ‘similar to’. Some are about the way it grows 
and spreads; others stress its value compared to anything else  
in life.

This week we explore waiting and trusting.                            

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

We live in a world of instant access and we often crave 
immediate gratification. These parables remind us that the 
people of Jesus’ day had similar instincts. Jesus challenged 
their thinking and expectations. The kingdom is both here and 
coming, and we too must wait and trust to see its fulfilment. 
What is it that we are waiting for?

The well-known ‘marshmallow test’ film shows that children 
with good impulse control can resist the temptation to eat  
one sweet and are rewarded with a bigger prize. There is a 
lesson to learn in waiting, saving up for, counting down to 
receive something precious that many children will relate to. 
Here we discover that God’s big prize comes to those who wait 
and trust.

Provide the following play materials for very young children 
throughout the session: sorting toys.

Go to rootsforchurches.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.24.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: If you’re happy and you know it

If you’re waiting and you’re trusting, clap your hands. 
If you’re waiting and you’re trusting, clap your hands. 
If you’re waiting and you’re hoping and you’re trusting,  
God will answer, 
if you’re waiting and you’re trusting, clap your hands. 
(Repeat with ‘nod your head’, ‘stamp your feet’)

Loving Lord, 
help us to hear your word 
and see your work today. 
Amen. 

Storytelling circle	 W E 

•  Gather the children together in a circle, facing inwards.

•  Explain that everyone will take turns to say one word and 
create a story together. Appoint a child to start the story. If the 
story collapses, you can restart with a new first word. Explain 
that Jesus told surprising stories.
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Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

Here are some parables that Jesus told the crowd:

 
The parable of the mustard seed

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, sown in a 

field. It is the smallest of seeds but grows up into a huge 

bush, and the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.’ 

The parable of the leavened bread

‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman mixes 

with three lots of flour, until it is all leavened and ready  

to rise.’ 

The parable of the hidden treasure

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 

Someone finds it, hides it again, and then is so very, very 

happy, he goes and sells everything he has to buy the field.’

The parable of the fine pearl

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant who is looking for 

fine pearls. He finds one very special and valuable pearl, and 

goes and sells everything he has to buy it.’ 

The parable of the good and bad fish
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a net. The net is full of fish, of all shapes and sizes. It is pulled ashore. The good fish are put in baskets while the bad fish are thrown away. And it will be like this at the end of time when the angels will separate the good people from the bad.’  

     			                 	                  Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

  See Share the Word.
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