
Bursting to tell 
Matthew 10:24-39
Matthew continues Jesus’ teaching on mission to the world. Jesus 
points out that the disciples must expect opposition, including 
possibly from their own families, since Jesus himself has been 
opposed and called names. He reminds them that God loves and 
values them as a father.

This week we explore the consequences of sharing 
our faith.

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

There are some very challenging words in this passage; Jesus 
presents some stark imagery about sharing our faith. How do 
you think Jesus is perceived today? What is society’s view of 
him and the church? 

Think about times and places when you have noticed a conflict 
between the demands of your faith and the demands of the 
secular world. Were you able to speak out about your faith? 
Were people hostile, open or indifferent? Even in our church 
communities we don’t always speak out as much as we might. 

Consider how the children can share their own story and 
experience of faith while being respectful of other people’s 
beliefs and experiences.

Provide the following play materials for very young children 
throughout the session: building block challenge for the 
children to work together on.

This week is Refugee Week.

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.36.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Into the unknown (Frozen 2) see words on 
.

We gather in the name of our amazing God,  
in the presence of our friend Jesus,  
and in the power of the Holy Spirit,  
to learn, to love and to laugh. Amen. 

What are you afraid of?	 W E 

•  Have a discussion with the children about how faith can help 
us in our fear. 

•  Ask: What are you afraid of? Who or what helps when you 
feel afraid? How might our faith in Jesus help us when we  
are afraid? 
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Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

Jesus was talking with his disciples. ‘Students are not 

better than their teacher,’ he said. ‘A slave is not better 

than his master. Instead they need to be like each other.’  

He continued, ‘So do not fear. Everything that is hidden will 

be found and all that is secret will be discovered. Anything  

I say to you in the dark, I want you to tell in the light. 

Anything whispered, you should shout from the rooftops!’

Jesus reassured them. ‘Do not fear those who try to kill you, 

as they cannot kill your soul. Worry about the one who can 

destroy both the body and the soul in hell. Two sparrows are 

sold for only a penny. But if one of them falls to the ground, 

God knows this. Even the hairs on your head are counted 

and known by God.  Do not fear, you are much more 

valuable than the sparrows.’ 

Jesus continued, ‘If you tell others that you are my follower, 

I will tell God in heaven that you are my follower. But if you 

say you are not my follower, I will tell God in heaven that you 

don’t belong to me. I didn’t come to bring peace; I came to 

bring a sword. Families will turn against each other because of what I say. Anyone who loves their family more than me is not good enough to be my follower. Anyone who is not willing to take up their cross is not good enough to be my follower. If you try to hold onto your life, you will give up true life. But do not fear. If you give up your life for me, you will hold onto  true life.’  
					             Matthew 10:24-39

  See Share the Word.
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