
Sing hosanna 
Matthew 21.1-11
Jesus enters Jerusalem as a Passover pilgrim for the last time, 
demonstrating how he brings in God’s kingdom and setting the 
stage for the showdown with those he sees as God’s real enemies.

This week we explore celebrating as a gathered 
community. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

As we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, our focus 
for this session is on the crowd itself and the power of celebrating 
together as a gathered community. This is something that we 
missed for almost two years due to the Coronavirus pandemic.

The impact of the pandemic on our children and young people 
has been huge and is still unfolding, so be prepared to give the 
children time to talk about any issues relating to that. Also, reflect 
beforehand on your own experiences of feeling disconnected 
from people and church, and be ready to share with the group.	

Provide the following play materials for very young children 
throughout the session: a dolls’ house or anything that 
involves bringing people together.

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.24.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: The conga

Grow, grow, grow, we’re growing up with Jesus. 
Grow, grow, grow, he’ll help us grow in faith.

Invite the children to repeat each line, with joy!  
Loving God, 
it is good to be together. 
May we know you are here with us. 
Amen.

Sing Hosanna	 E

•  Teach the following simple song, to the tune of London’s 
burning:

	 Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, 
our king’s coming, our king’s coming. 
Jesus! Jesus! 
Bless-ed is he, bless-ed is he.

•  You can teach it line by line, as a call and response. Once the 
children are confident, you can play around with it, singing it 
quietly then loudly together, or even as a round.
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‘Hosanna! Hosanna!’  The crowds shouted and 

sang as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Some laid their cloaks down in the road, and some 

cut branches from the nearby trees to mark the way, 

as they would do for a king.

A king on a donkey? What made them think of that? Well, 

the Old Testament prophet, Zechariah.  Years before, 

he’d said, ‘Shout for joy, Jerusalem! Your king comes to you, 

riding humbly on a donkey: a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ Jesus 

knew the Old Testament very well, of course. That’s why he’d 

sent his disciples ahead of him to get the donkey in the first 

place. ‘Go into Bethphage,’ he’d said. ‘You’ll find a donkey 

and her foal tied up there. Bring them to me.’ Just as his 

followers were about to go, he’d said, ‘If anyone tries to stop 

you, just say, “The Lord needs them,” and they’ll let you go.’

So the disciples had gone and got the donkey and thrown 

cloaks on its back for Jesus to sit on. And that’s what he was 

riding into the city. ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ cried the 

crowds, both behind and ahead of Jesus. ‘Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest 

heaven!’

Well, with all this shouting and singing going on, it’s not surprising that the people of Jerusalem got excited when Jesus rode in. ‘Who is he?’ people asked. 
And the singing crowds replied, ‘This is the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
  			                  		           Matthew 21.1-11

  See Share the Word.
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