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John said, ‘Charge the right amount. Be honest.’ Q
Some soldiers asked him, ‘What should we do?’

‘Don’t be bullies,” John told them. “Treat people with
respect, and be satisfied with the money you earn.’

People were getting excited, thinking that John might be the
Messiah, © so John said to them, ‘No. | baptize with water,
but someone is coming who is more powerful than me.

I'm not fit to undo the strap of his sandal. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with power from God, like

fire. When he comes, he will sort out good from evil, like a

farmer separates wheat seeds from the chaff, and his power
will last for ever.’

So John the Baptist proclaimed the good news of God to
the people. But King Herod, whom he had criticised for all
the wrong things he had done, put John in prison.

Luke 3.7-18
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