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What then should
we do?
Luke 3.7-18

Advent 3

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce
the theme. (5 mins)

John tells those who have come to be baptized that their faith
needs to make a difference to their everyday living. He shares
a warning to the crowds not to rely on their religious pedigree,
advice on some simple ways to live justly, and a promise about
the greatness of the one who is to come. His listeners ask what
they need to do. John’s response is not without cost to the
individual. He speaks directly to the situations of those asking
the questions – and of how they can relate to others.

This week we explore being a sign of the good news in
our everyday lives.
Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on

Children’s session

.

We may feel ‘off the hook’ when we read about John challenging
the religious authorities. Yet, here he is, talking to people like
us. How easy do you find it to allow your faith to influence your
everyday life?

Sing to the tune: One more step along the world I go
One door open on my calendar,
one step closer now to Jesus’ birth.
Stir your hearts, adventure’s near,
travel with the story through the year.

Creator God,
today, may we know your good news.
Fill us with the joy of knowing Jesus.
Amen.

How can we be ‘good news’?

WEA

• ‘How can we be “good news”?’ Invite the children to answer
this question for different situations, e.g. if you see someone
who is homeless; if you see someone alone in the playground.
• Talk about how John gives answers for what certain groups of
people can do. What do the children think his answer would
have been if a group of children asked, ‘What should we do?’

As you share the passage with the group, help them to see
that, 'What should we do?' is a question all of us can ask
ourselves, as we aim for our faith to influence our choices.
Provide the following play materials for very young children:
play food, dolls’ clothes and dolls/teddies.
Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.
Extra ideas can be found on p.30.
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Some tax collectors came
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John said, ‘Charge the right amount.

Some soldiers asked him, ‘What sho

Be honest.’
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‘Don’t be bullies,’ John told them. ‘Tre
at people with
respect, and be satisfied with the mon
ey you earn.’
People were getting excited, thinking
that John might be the
Messiah, so John said to them, ‘No.
I baptize with water,
but someone is coming who is more
powerful than me.
I’m not fit to undo the strap of his sand
al. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with pow
er from God, like
fire. When he comes, he will sort out
good from evil, like a
farmer separates wheat seeds from
the chaff, and his power
will last for ever.’
So John the Baptist proclaimed the
good news of God to
the people. But King Herod, whom
he had criticised for all
the wrong things he had done, put
John in prison.
		
		

Luke 3.7-18

See Share the Word.

Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.
Find out more
in Worship and learning support.

