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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

As Jesus was walking along the road, a man came     

  running up to him. He fell down on his knees and 

began to ask Jesus a question. ‘What must I do to have 

eternal life?’

Jesus looked at the man kneeling in front of him: ‘You 

know the answer to that! You must obey God’s laws.’

‘I have obeyed God’s laws all of my life,’ replied the man. 

Jesus looked at the man kneeling in front of him with love. 

He explained a little more. ‘There is one more thing you 

must do. Go, sell everything you have, take the money and 

give it all to the poor. Then come and follow me.’

This made the man very upset. You see, he was very rich. 

He loved his money and his possessions more than he 

loved God. As the man got up and walked sadly away, 

Jesus turned to his disciples. He said, ‘It is so hard for rich 

people to enter the kingdom of God.’

The disciples were shocked by this, so Jesus explained. 

‘Money can become more important to people than 

loving God. More important than loving other people. It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter God’s kingdom.’

The disciples were even more confused and asked,  ‘How can anyone enter God’s kingdom then?’
‘Remember, with God, anything is possible,’ Jesus replied. ‘We left everything to follow you,’ Peter said. ‘Yes,’ Jesus replied. ‘And anyone who gives up things for me will be given a hundred times more. Those who appear to be important in the world are not important in God’s kingdom. Those who seem unimportant in the world will be very important in God’s kingdom.’                Mark 10.17-31

 See Share the Word.
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A wise heart
Mark 10.17-31 
A rich man asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus challenges him to sell his possessions and give the money 
to the poor. The man feels unable to do this; he is too attached 
to what he has. This, Jesus says, makes it hard for rich people to 
enter the kingdom; following him involves sacrifice and letting 
go. We are reminded that eternal life cannot be bought or 
achieved through completing a list of tasks but only by being in 
relationship with God. Loving God is the most important thing 
we can do, and that must come first.    

This week we explore what can get in the way of our 
relationship with God.     

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

The rich young man is self-confident and self-contained, he has 
wealth, status and is morally upright – but he can’t let go of what 
he has, in order to follow Jesus. What might you need to let go of 
in order to put your relationship with God first? 

Explore with the children the things that fill our hearts. Help them 
to think about these as ‘treasures’ or the things we value, and 
that they are not necessarily bad, but we should remember how 
to put Jesus first in our hearts, minds and in our lives. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: wooden building blocks and barriers. 

October is Black History Month, see .  

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.28.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Hickory dickory dock

We have a friend we can trust, 
who shows us that faith is a must. 
When things get tough, and life feels rough, 
walk even closer to God. 

Lord Jesus, for food to eat, clothes, family and friends: 
We thank you. 
For all our special belongings: 
We thank you. 
For the world around us that we can make better by sharing: 
We thank you. 
Amen.

Wants/needs game   E A

You will need: wants and needs template cards (on ).

• Give a set of cards to the children to sort into a ‘wants’ pile 
and a ‘needs’ pile. You can do this in small groups, or as a 
whole group, depending on the number of children.

• Discuss the decisions they have made. 


