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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

With the sound of a whirlwind it came, rushing into the 

house where the followers of Jesus were gathered. 

There was a commotion and flames as the Holy Spirit 

came, resting on each of the disciples like a tongue of fire. 

As it whooshed into the room, the Spirit filled them all with 

foreign languages, and the disciples spoke in words they 

didn’t understand. Inspired, and with words gushing out of 

them, they went out into the streets.

It was the festival of Pentecost and Jerusalem was full of 

Jews from all over the world.  When the disciples came 

out into the street, the crowds heard them speaking 

the message of Jesus in their own languages. They were 

amazed. ‘How can this be?’ they asked. ‘All the followers of 

Jesus are from Galilee, but we can hear their message loud 

and clear in words we understand.’ 

Not everyone was impressed, though. Some listeners 

sneered, ‘These people are drunk.’ Peter, still filled to 

overflowing with the Spirit’s power, stood up in front of all 

the people.

‘We are not drunk,’ 
he said. ‘It’s only 
nine in the morning. 
No, you are seeing 
and hearing what the 
prophet Joel spoke 
about in the Old 
Testament.’ 
Peter continued: 
‘Joel said, “God will 
pour his Spirit on all people; children will prophesy and adults will see holy visions. The Spirit is for everyone, men, women and children; there will be signs in heaven and on earth, and these will be the last days. Everyone who calls on the Lord’s name shall be saved.”’

Like a fiery whirlwind it came, and the Spirit breathed new life into the followers of Jesus. 	  	    Acts 2.1-21 

  See Share the Word.

Filled to overflowing
Acts 2.1-21 Pentecost 
On the day of the Jewish festival of Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples 
experience being filled dramatically with God’s Holy Spirit. 
This power and life spills out into the whole of creation. Peter 
says that this is the culmination of many centuries of waiting 
for the fulfilment of God’s promise, made known through Old 
Testament prophets.  

This week we explore God’s Spirit pouring out on the 
whole of creation. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

Pentecost is often not as widely celebrated or as well known 
as the Easter story in wider society. Why do you think that is? 
What do you think the story of Pentecost has to offer to the 
community you live in? This outpouring of the Spirit touches 
not only individual lives, but overflows to the whole of 
creation. 

Children have a great heart for creation care, and developing 
a growing understanding of God’s care for the world can help 
them think about a different perspective from which to view 
environmental concerns.   

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: balloons, fabric or strips of tissue 
paper to play with in the wind.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p,20.
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Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: You are my sunshine

The love of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
come now upon you, and every day. 
I pray you know, friend, the love of Jesus, 
and let him guide you each step of the way.

Holy Spirit, open our lips 
and help us sing God’s praise. 
Let our song be alleluia. 
Alleluia. Amen. 

Pour to overflowing	 E S

You will need: a bowl, a cup, a jug of water.

•	� Place an empty bowl in the centre of a circle. Ask a child to 
hold a cup over the bowl, fill the cup with water but keep 
filling so it overflows. 

•	 Ask the children: What happens when we keep filling the cup? 
What would happen to the water if the bowl wasn’t there? 
Introduce the idea that God’s Spirit cannot be contained and is 
given to spread out to the whole world. 

 


