
22 •  Children & Youth • Issue 112
Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

By the time she reached Peter and John, Mary was 

out of breath and very upset.  She’d been running. 

‘They’ve taken Jesus,’ she announced. ‘I went to the tomb, 

but the stone’s been moved from the entrance and the 

Lord’s gone.’ Distressed, Peter and John went running to 

the tomb. John got there first and saw the cloth that Jesus’ 

body had been wrapped in, abandoned inside.  

Peter rushed past John into the tomb. He saw the 

wrappings, but noticed that the cloth that had been on 

Jesus’ head was rolled up and placed on its own. John came in and saw it too. Neither of them understood the Scripture saying that Jesus must rise from the dead. Having seen the empty tomb, they went home.  Mary, who had followed after them, was too sad to go home. She stayed there, crying.
Through her tears, Mary could see into the tomb. She was shocked. There were angels in there now, sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and one at the feet. The angels spoke: ‘Why are you crying?’ ‘They’ve taken away my Lord,’ said Mary. ‘I don’t know where they’ve put him.’ Mary glanced away from the tomb and saw another man standing there. ‘Why are you crying?’ the man asked her. ‘Who are you looking for?’ Thinking he was a gardener, Mary said, ‘If you’ve taken him away, please tell me where he is.’ The man replied with a single word: ‘Mary!’ As soon as he’d spoken it, Mary saw that the man was Jesus. 

‘Don’t hold onto me, Mary,’ Jesus said. ‘Go and tell my brothers that I’m going up to my Father, to my God and your God.’ And so Mary went running off again – this time to tell the disciples that she’d seen the Lord.   John 20.1-18 

 See Share the Word.

28 December 2020 - 5 January 20214-10 April 2021  •  Easter Day

Touching points  
John 20.1-18  Easter Day 
This familiar passage recounts the joy and mystery of the first 
Easter morning. It happens at a time of great uncertainty for the 
followers of Jesus – with their teacher dead the disciples must 
have felt adrift. In their grief, three visit Jesus’ tomb and find him 
gone. Two leave, believing the body has been taken, but Mary 
remains, perhaps looking for something to hold onto in this time 
of upheaval, and Jesus is revealed to her. She runs to tell the other 
disciples that Jesus is alive. 

This week we enter the mystery of Easter. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

Easter may be a touching point for those who only attend 
church at festival times. How might this story resonate with your 
community? What has been your own journey to this point at 
Easter and how has it prepared you? 

Mystery is an important part of the Christian faith. Sensory 
exploration is used to help bring the story alive for the children – 
transforming this into a story they can touch, taste, look at, listen 
to, while allowing the mystery to remain. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: an Easter sensory basket with cloth, 
stone, torch, play people, percussion instruments. 

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.24.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Palm branch, celebrate – Jesus riding through the gate. 
Washing the feet of friends – Jesus’ friendship knows no end. 
Good Friday, mourning time – when they killed our Lord divine. 
Three days then he arose – Easter Sunday ends our woes!

Response line: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The stone is rolled away: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
The tomb is empty… 
Jesus is alive… 
Jesus is here… 
Amen.

Mystery objects E S

You will need: various everyday objects.

• Ask one of the children to volunteer to sit behind the other 
children so they can’t be seen. 

• Blindfold your volunteer, then put an object in their hands and 
ask them to describe it – can the other children guess what the 
object is? Repeat for other children to volunteer. 

• Then ask if the children can give an example of when they have 
found something hard to explain or describe.


