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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

John the Baptist was in prison, so now it was up to 

Jesus to tell people the good news of God.  He came 

to Galilee, saying, ‘The time has come. The kingdom of 

God is near. Repent and believe the good news.’ 

As Jesus walked along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 

he saw two fishermen. They were brothers, Simon and 

Andrew. He watched as they cast a net into the lake and 

waited. After a while, the net seemed to get heavy; it was 

full of fish, wriggling and jumping. The two men began 

to drag the net ashore. As they did so, they looked up 

and saw a man standing watching them. ‘Who is that?’ 

Andrew asked Simon, puzzled. Jesus drew nearer and 

looked straight at them. ‘Follow me and I will make you 

fish for people,’ he said. Immediately, they left their nets 

and followed Jesus. 

As they walked along the shore together, Jesus saw two 

more fishermen in a boat, mending their nets. They were 

James and his brother John, working with their father, 

Zebedee. Immediately Jesus called to them, ‘Follow me.’ 

They left their father in the boat with the hired men, and 

just like Andrew and Simon, James and John followed 

Jesus.                 Mark 1.14-20

Do something 
different
Mark 1.14-20 Epiphany 3
As Jesus begins his ministry, he asks four fishermen to come with 
him and immediately they say yes. For them to respond without 
hesitation requires a lot of courage; it is life-changing. They are 
prepared to leave what they know behind and learn to ‘fish for 
people’ with Jesus.  

This week we explore responding without hesitation 
to Jesus. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

How easy would it be to respond to a life-changing call so quickly? 
Notice, however, that not everything changes. Jesus offers to 
take their skills and use them for kingdom building. Have you 
experienced God using the skills you have in a new way? 

What changes might the children have experienced in their lives? 
How might doing something ‘different’ be challenging, and how 
might it be exciting for them?

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: toy boats and a water tray. 

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on page 20.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Hickory, dickory, dock

We have a friend we can trust, 
who shows us that faith is a must. 
When things get tough, and life feels rough, 
walk even closer to God. 

We pray, Lord Jesus, for those who need to make decisions today: 
give them courage. 
We pray for those who long to do something different: 
give them hope. 
We pray for those who are doing their best to follow you: 
give them reassurance. Amen.

Draw a map of the week W E

You will need: pens and paper.

• Ask the children to draw a picture map of their week including 
school, sports, clubs, days out, time with friends and family. 

• Ask the group if there were any times in the week when they 
had to quickly change what they were doing, or leave things 
suddenly to go and do something else. Ask: How does it feel 
when our plans change?

 See Share the Word.
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