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More options for your session

Wary The sessen 10 sut tha rangs of ages, peefanences and timing for
your children's or youth grodp. Lea the Aotivity Skt @B & neaded.

‘ S0 D Vevy poung cfakdve page with monme acikities,
DifErpers and sangs

Gather
Look at a modern-day baptism

¥ou will naad: photed from a baptism (ideally froem your own

«church o the family of someone in the group).

= Esplain that baptism means bairg washed in water as a sign of
God's forgivenass and a fresh start.

® Ak if amyona has attended a baptism. Discus who within the
group has been baptized or what they know abeut baptism.

S mins WES

Share the Word

Baptism of the Lord

+ lviie loheas for malking a ditlerence inothe local area, Make a
alan for something achievable and practical that w8 help e
fight a wrang, or encourage others to behave differantly.

A messy experiment

Domorsiratn how powsr changas things

5 mins ES

Yaou will need: space autside; a large botthe of Coca-Coda™, hard

ming seseeis, a.g mint imperials,

+ Take the group outside. Place the botile i the centre of the
space and remdave the lid, asking everpone to stand well back.

+ Add several mints into the botthe and mave away swiftly to
wwatch thi liguid owerflow.

+ Diecuss how simple things can cause such a major reaction.
Make a link with the weater of bagtiern whidh trarstoemsed
Jasis! lite as he bagan his manistry. Talk together about the
diffarence baptism has madeimight make to pour livec

Sing

D Abbraviations and music knks® in Hpmng, sorgs &8 mast.

u A vgradon of the story Tor wery young childran.

Prepare 3 bag with the following objects in it and invite the
childnen to pull out each iem in turn as you tell the story: toy
camal of irgect, blug ribban, sandal, dove.

Fohir was Jesus' coausin,

Hee lived in tho wildermass, he wore clothes made of camel hair
and 310 |eousts!

He bapiized people in the dver and told them that someans
wwan more spacal was coming, somecne whose sandak be
st @ven important enough to uritie!

He weas preparing peopds 10 meet lesus

Oree dary, Jewas came to tha river for Jodin to baptize him.,

A% Jasus caene out of the watar, the Haly Spirit came down
lioe & dose and & voice froem heaven called:

"You are my Son | lowe you and | am very pleased with you!'

Explore and respond
B Wipe-away drawings

Flay and waandar about Godfs domgheemass

Prawicdle some chalkhoarts or wipe-tlean boards for the childre
‘to make marks on, and then wipe them away

Sock puppets

Creata soemathing new ogathar

‘Gather togathar soms ald, dearn wocks, and a selection of craft
miateriak for the children To uposcle’ inTe sirgle sock puppets.

Disouss the need for new beginnings

10 mins 'WEA

055 Now all the world is changing

[ree weards OO0 to: Dingle, dangle scanonce]
!Hs I'm Gonna Jump Up And Doswn (Be Happyl),

Diuig Homey on Lovy Mibbly*
If e climin to the top of & modntain (CIP 328)
Fuini, Rend Co. Kids on Spakie. Pog. H‘iﬂ‘}ﬁigi“'

O Coma to the Altar Elwation Warship on
Hore at in Hoaven*

12+

Pray

S D fow Weaksh traned o of pearsers

¥ Pray with play dough

Give each child a lump of play dough. Irsite them o make ons

thing then quash it and make somathing riew.

A opporiun ity to reflact on wond Esues
You will nead: & large sheet of paper, marker pan.
Remdind the group that lohn 1odd the people who came to see

hirm that thay nesded to repent, 1o have 3 dhange of heart
and 1o behave differerith

Invits evarpona to suggast things in the world whara people
naed to repent and change their behavious, e.q. cimata
thamge, bullyirg, poserty.

A gathering prayer
aod of all the world,

and to feel cherished
fry your Son, Jewss, wha is the Word made flesh. Ameen.

A prayer for forgiveness

Sl averyone @ plece of paper. Ask them fo wathe one thing
iy il ke fo change ahaut Memenbas, og. b mon
patient, then plaee It 0 2 basket 39 pou pray:

Daar God,

we are sorry that we don't abeays da or say the fight things.
Please kear cur prayer and kelp us o change, in Jeous” name
Py

A prayer for others

Lord Jesus,

we pray for thase whose past froubles them

and wha lang to start again,

May turning to you kelp their worlds change for the befter
Amen.

ROOS

Spiritual stykes fas definad by Daead Caings) kay: Wioed, Emaiien, Symbaol, Aciken

12 - II.IZ‘.II!TITH- Children & Youth - lssue 111 Firal cust: mono (G i Ltvstin and iearming sLnoon

The ROOTS resources for very young children can be found on the third page of
the weekly materials. They are all clearly indicated by a teddy head icon.

There is a version of the story for very young children; activities to play and
create; a prayer activity and specific song suggestions for under 5s.

urc.org.uk/our-work/children-and-youth www.rootsontheweb.com
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The children’s session is presented on the first two pages of each set of weekly

materials. Within the children’s sessions we always include two songs with new

words written to familiar tunes.

The whole world
changed

Mark 1.4-11 eaptism of the Lord
This passage is the first appearance of lesus as an acult and comes
at the beginning of his minktry. His bagtism i a now beginning

andl a trancfarmatian. John the Bagtizer sy that he iz nat worthy

to untie Jesus' shoes. He recognias that fesus will be ablke to do
milich, graater things by the pawses of the Haly Spirt.

This week we explore the oppeortunity for a new
beginning that comes with Jesus.

Prepare your children's session

Raad Bibls notes on G-

Dur e baginnings com thaough the forgiseness God affars
which i rat just a ance in a lifs-time cpporunity, e baptism,
bust something that Gad offers us each and every day. Take an

Children’s session

Gather

prayar and actiity 10 gather the gmup and intraducs

ing ta the turd: The wheals an the bus

‘ialcome back to church this year, church this year, church this year.
Walcome back to church this year, we're glad to have you hera.

Loving God,
wa thank you far Jokn the Baptist

whase voice spake truth;

For the woice at Tesus' baptism

which spoke of delight:

and for Jesus himself

whase voice calls us o follow him to new begrnings.
Amen.

wash your hands ES

EROIEUNTY Now 1o S SarTy te God and recehe

Children tate many naw beginings that can transtorm

their b, ©.9. [arning ta read, thanging sehoal, Reflecting
tagathar on the transtions thass in your graup have mads
racently may hadp children urdderstard how significant this
episode was for Jesus.

Prawide the follewing play manerials for very young children
throughout the session: plastic tays, 0.0 dolls, bewk of watar

bl of wates, saap, towels - of this can be an

« invite the children and adults 1o take turns to wash shaie
nands 1o prepare for the sssion.

* A when they usually wash their hands. Talk about the
accasiors when we wash our hands and haw it can mark the
end of ane, pasibly messy, activity and preparation for a rew

and spanges to wash them, actiity, such 35 sating.
Ga comn o all ks, ssmpl d imagas
Extra idaas can be dound an page 12.

e S

—

ohn the Baptist appeared in the uidgmen.n_

Hee was & strange-baaking man, clothed in a hairy
Camel ki, with a |sather belt around s wai st And
e aie strange things: loousts and wild haney.

o was armeuncing 3 message of forgiveness of
sins if people repented @ and wert hap!il\?d. P:q;!h
carne from alll over to be baptized by Jahnin the Rives
Jardan. They came from the city af Jenssalem ard
from the countryside afl arcund.

John shouted loudhy, “Sameane else:is coming.
Somsane marne powerfusl than me, | am nat important
encugh even to untie his shoes! |ahn said that
although he baptized people with water, the ane wha
wits aming wauld be different. He would baptize
peaple with the Holy Spiit.

Then ene day he came. Jesus came from Nazareth ig the
River Jardan, ta bie baptized by john. And ax fesus came
Up out of the water, the heavens WEre {0 apart and 3
dowe came down; the Haly Spirit descended anta Jesus.
And avoice came from heaver, “You are my San, | love
Yau and | am pleased with you.' & Mark 2443

Share the Word (0 mar 1610

Stop and share

=) to shara thesa poinis wibh
the passga egethar {10 mins)

Raad iha siory on .10 and pausa
Then uss i acthaty to

+ Remind the chadren that bahn the Baptist was lasus' cousin.

+ Eaplain thart rapent means saying soery 1o God for what you
have dane; haning a changa of heart.

+ At the end, shew the picture of a modern baptism and discuss
th ditfarances betwesn baptism today ard what hagpansd ta
Jusis.

Create a smr!,r SCENE WES

Vou will neeel: 3 strip of blus papes, play figures, a pichue or ot

out of a dewe.

+ Lay aut the Lhup paper ard ask the children ta imaging it &
river.

+ Then usa the play figures as you introduce diffrent charactars
i1 thie stary. Finally being the dove down 10 Fst on the lasus’
figure, 3 you read the last words of the passage.

W8 560 .12 for a varsian of tha stary far vary yaung childran

Explore and respond

sk these idaas b Fa g the crildren maks cone
Eibla paasags and ther s (20 mir)

Play with bubihles ES

Explors thi diffarance waiter can make

Vou will naed: a beaker for sach child; water, washing.ug liguid,

strams, 2 towal.

+ Half fill each beaker with watar. Offer averyone a beaker and
add a squirt of washing.up liguid.

+ Iwita the children to describe what they can see in thalr
beaker, Now give gach <hild 2 straw and irite tham 1 Dlow
rita the misture.

+ Disouss what changes the air has mada to the misture. Remind
the grouss that evarything changed for Jess when he was
baptized.

Create a story card reminder E

sirats tha man charactars

Vou will need: copies of the temglate (on G, one per child, pens

o pandils.

+ Halp th children 1o cut out the template and fold to make doors
that span. Talk togethar about the sty 33 3 nes begrming for
Jusus, like 3 dosr cpening of 3 naw chapter.

= sk the childrun ta draw on the suiside of thelr doar: John the
Eaptist on one o4, and a crowe of peonle o the othar,

* Irweits the chikdrers 1o opsn thair door and draw the scene of
Jusus eoming up out of the rver in th cantre, with the dove
abwe him inside the tap semi-cinde.

The whole werld changed + 10-16 fanuary 2021

Simg

€D S frmm Eame Ecat Wusic

1 s Tha Sum Rises

Talk together and talk to God

LUss thase quastisrne
thigh

* Wihat dnas it feed like when you start seenething new?

* Heaw do you think Jesus feht about his new beginning which
started with this siony?

+ What new heginnings might you s God 1o help pou with?

watch for the transformation Es

Reflact o the changa that can came

ih watar

Yoo will rebiel: Smartios™, a large plate with a rim, water.

* Inaekte th chikdren to suggest things In their lives that need
Gead's help te changs. Add 3 sweet to the plate for sach
suggustion, spacing them apart & much & passiale,

+ Winen all th suggestians have haan mada, ivwite svaryons
n pray silently 33 you add water ta the plate. Encourage the
children to keap silart 3s the colowrs slovwly start to dissolue
%o creats a beautifil pattern. Paint out the change that has
raken place on the plate, and give tharis for the way Gods
v can transtom us.

53 tha Activity Shaat @O = nosdar

Go with God

£ 0 ha cplkorad, what that means fof asch
2 yiour eaily e (10 miiee)

Cansidor tagathar wi

af yow and how it might infl

+ sk the children te think about ane situation in their life ar
inthe warld whars thay'd like to ask God to give them a rew
baginring.

+ Inite thim 1 coma ard dip their inger in a bawl of water a3
thay ask Gad for that help and guidance.

My the God of new begrnings

give you courage te Fare aoch new chalkenge,

Joy i eack naw day.

and friends o journiy with you through this naw week.
Amen.

Go with God 2417
Encouraga tha chikiran i put iheir faih into aciion.
Evary timp you Lsa water, remember to thank God for loving
¥ou just as God loved Jens ES
Bulom you finsh 1he RODTS at home rescurces
€D, tc ancourage 4

1 Bing to the tune: e 3 Mo teapot

&1 this now beginning, Gad is naar,
guiding, holping, bringing chear.
Wihen wie fesl uncertain, wa can shout
God will alwaps help us out!

Spitual styles 4as defined by

i Cairecs) by Wioed, Emartien, Symbad, Action
10+ ROGTS cnildren & Youth - lssus 11 ol cut mom G in Wivshep and daring sunoor

Al ROOTS magazne materias e criine al www.reatsonthewskb.com - 11

The first of these can be found in the Gather section as a way to introduce the
session. The second is found within Go with God as the group are sent out.

In addition to that, we always highlight activities within the children’s material
which are suitable or easily adaptable for very young children.

urc.org.uk/our-work/children-and-youth www.rootsontheweb.com
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Gathering son
g g The gathering and

J sing to the tune: The wheels on the bus leaving songs are
Welcome back to church this year, church this year, church this year. perfect for under 5s
Welcome back to church this year, we're glad to have you here. and can help to

. bring them into the
Leaving song session at the begin-
ning and gather
everyone back
together at the end.

J) Sing to the tune: I'm a little teapot

At this new beginning, God is near,
guiding, helping, bringing cheer.

When we feel uncertain, we can shout -
God will always help us out!

The version of the story for very young children is also really great for
children of all ages and is one of the key points when the group might
come together, even if children end up doing differentiated activities in
between. This way of sharing the Word either uses signs/actions, a story
scene, a story bag, symbolic objects or puppets. It uses key storytelling
methods which work well for under 5s, e.g. repetition, simple language
and are creative and engaging ways to tell the Bible story.

Share the Word

E A version of the story for very young children.

Prepare a bag with the following objects in it and invite the
children to pull out each item in turn as you tell the story: toy
camel or insect, blue ribbon, sandal, dove.

John was Jesus’ cousin.

He lived in the wilderness, he wore clothes made of camel hair
and ate locusts!

He baptized people in the river and told them that someone
even more special was coming, someone whose sandals he
wasn't even important enough to untie!

He was preparing people to meet Jesus.

One day, Jesus came to the river for John to baptize him.

As Jesus came out of the water, the Holy Spirit came down
like a dove and a voice from heaven called:

"You are my Son. | love you and | am very pleased with you!”

urc.org.uk/our-work/children-and-youth www.rootsontheweb.com
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