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Seeing the extraordinary in the ordinary 3  The road to Damascus   14 April 2013     Easter 3

Open the Word 
Based on Acts 9.1-20 
Bible notes are on page 32.

With very young children
A chance to explore Paul’s experiences  
on the road to Damascus

You will need: a strip of cloth or a 
play road system; wooden or plastic 
people; torches; blocks or bricks to build 
Damascus.

Share this short paraphrase and actions.

Paul was walking along the road to 
Damascus.  
(use your hands to make a walking 
action) 
He saw a bright light.  
(put your hands over your eyes) 
He fell to the ground.  
(bang the ground with your hand)
Paul heard Jesus speaking to him,  
(cup your ears) 
but he was blind, and could not see. 
(cover your eyes with your hands) 
Paul walked on to Damascus.  
(‘walking’ action) 

Ananias went to meet Paul.  
(‘walking’ action) 
Ananias prayed.  
(put your hands together in prayer) 
Now Paul could see again. (cover your 
eyes and then fling your hands away) 

�� Invite the children to make a ‘road’ 
and build Damascus at one end. Invite 
them to walk the figures along the road, 
and use the torches to make the bright 
light that blinded Paul.

End by repeating the Bible actions.

With children 
Over these eight weeks we are going 
to encounter two key witnesses to the 
gospel: Peter and Paul.

This week, Paul sends us a postcard from 
Damascus where his life has been turned 
upside down.

If you have introduced Peter in previous 
weeks, set the scene that this is Paul, a 
very different character. You might read 
this story with a different intonation from 
the previous two.

Talk about
After reading the Bible story to your group, 
use these discussion points.

•	 Talk with the children about changes 
they have faced. This might be in 
school, family life, moving house. 
Be sensitive to those who may have 
struggled.

•	 Talk about what the changes meant to 
them. How do they cope with change?

With young people
Ideas to explore the Bible reading are on 
page 32.

Hi, I’m Paul. I’m here in Damascus. I am not 

sure how to begin to tell you what happened 

to me on the way here. 

Everything has changed.

I was bound for Damascus, to round up 

the followers of Jesus to bring them back to 

Jerusalem to be punished.

Everything has changed.

It was an ordinary road then something 

extraordinary happened. There was a flashing 

light and I fell to the ground. I heard a voice 

say ‘Paul, why are you torturing me?’. I asked 

who it was and the voice said ‘I am Jesus’. He 

told me to go into Damascus. The men who 

were with me heard the voice too, so I wasn’t 

imagining it. When the light had gone, I 

couldn’t see.

Everything has changed.

I was led to a house on Straight Street. I could 

not eat or drink. I was so confused. I had been 

so sure I was doing the right thing by arresting 

Christians.

Everything has changed.

A Christian called Ananias came to me. He 

was afraid I would arrest him, but God had 

told him to come and pray with me. After he 

prayed, I could see again!

Everything has changed.

I am here now with some of Jesus’ disciples.  

I now believe Jesus is the Son of God.

Everything has changed.

Love Paul
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